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Lately at the Octagon House Museum...

You may have noticed some changes happening lately
at the Octagon House Museum: from social media
and website changes to staffing, we’re planning and
investing in our growth following our Strategic Plan.
We've formalized our Group Visit options, which now
include a blossoming Education Program, discounted
admission rates for scheduled groups, and plans to
expand our History Chats and presentations to go
on the road in our community, bringing history to
life beyond the walls of our museum. We've added
some hands-on activities to our field trips and are
offering curriculum-aligned in-classroom programs
for Hudson area schools. We’ll have over a hundred
students visiting the museum on field trips in May!
The hands-on activities will also be available on
weekends during our open season, to add more and
varied things for our visitors to do onsite (come do
some historical laundry, or play historical games, at
the museum this summer!!!)

All these plans are carefully considered by our board
and staff, to protect our current resources, and
strategically invest them in opportunities that will help
us grow. To enable that, the Museum is very happy to
announce that it has hired an Assistant Director to
collaborate with our Director, Katie Henry, as well as
our Board and Committees,
' to support our museum
. in its goals. Meet our new
| Assistant Director, Kylie,
£ in her article on page 4.

We’re very excited to
announce that we've
purchased an accessibility
ramp for the house, which
is available for anyone who
needs it. We’'re committed

to making our site as accessible as possible for all our
guests, members, volunteers, and community.

We're also just about ready to unveil our 2025 themed
exhibits: “1940’s Hudson”! This year we are hosting a
Members-Only First Look Reception at the Museum
on Friday May 23rd from 5pm-7pm. We'll have some
refreshments in the Carriage House, and our members
can explore the exhibits as well as some of the
additions to our regular summer programming! RSVP
to Katie Henry at director@hudsonoctagonhouse.org.

Here’s a little sneak peak
of one of the exhibits:

Marion Gwyndolon
“Gwen” Mitchell was born
December 26, 1895, in
Landsend, Cornwall. She =
went to boarding schoolin |
England while her family
lived in Capetown, South
Africa. She served in WWI
with the British Army in
India, where she met and
married Arthur Lilley.

Gwen Lilley

Gwen and Arthur moved to St. Paul, Minnesota in
the early 1930s, and then to Hudson in 1935. At that
time, Arthur’s brother was pastor of the Presbyterian
Church in Hudson. Gwen and Arthur bought the
former home of John C. Spooner at 915 3rd Street,
here in Hudson.

Gwen was very involved in the American Red Cross
during and after WWII. She was part of the National
Red Cross Speakers Bureau and was an accomplished
public speaker. She assisted with troops in St. Paul

Continued on page 4
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President’s Letter

Happy Spring to all our members and volunteers.

We have been patiently waiting for the beautiful
Octagon House Museum gardens to come alive and
bloom. What you don't see is all the growth that is
happening behind the scenes!

As many of you know, Katie Henry joined our
organization last Fall as our Executive Director.
With this full-time position Katie has been able to
review the procedure manuals and programming
information. She has dug through archives and
collections. Her sharp eye has discovered how the spaces can be used to
expand programing and interest during the visitor experience. Katie’s
enthusiasm has been a breath of fresh air!

We have just welcomed Kylie Foss as full-time Assistant Director. Kylie also brings years of museum experience.
Like Katie, she is not intimidated by the scope or variety of tasks it takes to successfully operate our small
museum. Kylie sees nothing but potential when she looks at our organization.

Over the past 3-4 years we have made some significant changes to the Hudson Area History Connection. We
are committed to our mission and vision which drives all our decisions. Part of this is really connecting with
our Hudson community to increase awareness of what we have to offer. We will be once again engaging
with school groups, going out and doing History Chats with community groups, and attending a variety of
community functions in full costume to draw attention to our purpose.

I sincerely hope you come and experience this new energy. With our ever-expanding offerings I'm sure we have
something for everyone!

See you soon!
Julie Lesher, President HAHC

ﬁ Hudson Area History Connection and
1855 Octagon House Museum Board of Directors
€ » OC t d g on Julie Lesher ~ President Kim Bennewitz
u h Ou Se Wayne Haut ~ Vice-president =~ Mary Ellen Cox
Open position ~ Secretary Jean Haut
museum Matt Romberg ~ Treasurer John Thomas
Tami Tulibaski

History Shop Features

Spring is in the air! Shop for garden supplies and decor,
as well as vintage china and crystal in the Gift Shop!

Open during regular museum hours
Friday - Sunday, Mam - 4pm
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Director’s Letter

Hello again all, and happy spring.

First things first—thank you for your feedback on some errors in our January newsletter.
We had not printed the full list of members due to a technical issue with our records
system, many Lifetime members had not been listed. Please accept my apologies: it was
an unintentional mistake and does not reflect the sincere appreciation for our members
and their gifts. This current newsletter includes all active members—though if you notice
anything that doesn’t look right, don’t hesitate to reach out! Your feedback is always
welcome, and I'm always happy to chat about any questions or concerns you might
have. I thank you all for your patience as I've been slowly but steadily learning the ins
and outs of this organization.

Iread an article in History News (the American Association for State and Local History magazine) recently, titled
“Small and/or Seasonal Museums: Superpowers, not Shortcomings,” and I wanted to share some of the wisdom
from that article. The author, Dr. Benjamin Hruska, writes that even though small and seasonal museums aren’t
necessarily as visible and well-known as institutions like the Smithsonian or state historical societies, there are
thousands of them, and they exist in nearly every community. Small museums are “doing the most important
work in our very own communities...”

Dr. Hruska highlights the strengths of small museums—strengths that bigger institutions do not have. Small
museums can utilize newspapers, blogs, and non-digital media to co-create history with our community, in ways
that social media and big organizations can’t. Small museums are nimble: “the smaller the museum...the better
the institution can weather major societal upheavals [like the] 2008 financial crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Our own museum rocketed back into the community after the pandemic with a new mission, vision, and values
as the Hudson Area History Connection! The last strength of small museums is its community: “the opportunity
and necessity of...personal connections are the most overlooked advantages of being a small institution.”

We are a small museum—there’s no getting around that—but we are also strong. We are resilient, adaptive, and
dedicated to preserving and sharing our community’s history. History isn't just about famous people, big battles,
or revolutions. History is also personal and local—the reason I'm here today is because I'm personally connected
to the local history in this area. My great-great-great grandparents lived, farmed, and died here along the St.
Croix River valley—and I'm sure each of us has stories that connect us to the past in this beautiful area. We are
all here together because we know the value of our history, and we know the value of our community—and were
passionate about preserving it.

Thank you for your support and investment in our Museum. This site would not exist, nor would it be able to
continue running, without the investment of time, talents, funds, and passion from our members and volunteers,
past and present.

Wishing you a fresh start to this lovely season—and hope to see you soon at the O House,
Katie Henry, Executive Director

P.S. There are still member-only seats available for the Mother’s Day Tea (May 10th, 11am-2pm, $20/person)!
Please call, text, or email me if you'd like to reserve your spot!

g Hudson Area History Connection Katie Henry - Executive Director
&€ ... 1004 3rd Street « Hudson, WI 54016 c: 970-616-0707 (call or text)
v hudsonoctagonhouse.org director@hudsonoctagonhouse.org
Julie Lesher - Board President Kylie Foss * Assistant Director
715-441-1971 715-575-9417
Jmlesherdds@sbcglobal.net curator@hudsonoctagonhouse.org
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Kylie Foss Joins the Octagon House Museum

The Octagon House Museum
welcomes new Assistant
Director Kylie Foss.

Kylie shares some details
about herself, “I am very
excited to step into the role
of Assistant Director at The
Octagon House Museum. I
am a lifelong museum nerd,
mother, dog lover, and
nonprofit professional with a varied background in
arts and cultural institutions, community outreach,
engagement, and event management. I most recently
served as the Group Sales Manager at the Bell Museum
of Natural History in Saint Paul where I coordinated

the process of booking 400+ groups a year.”

“I am steadfast in my belief that museums and
historical spaces offer communities a powerful
connection to the past. They preserve unique stories,
artifacts, and architecture, ensuring that regional
heritage remains accessible and relevant. Above all,
they inspire reflection, challenge perspectives, and
strengthen community ties—proving that history is
not just something to be remembered but something
to be lived and learned from.”

“I am honored to serve The Octagon House Museum
as a steward of its history and look forward to
deepening its connection with the Hudson and wider
communities.”

Lilley... continued from page 1

and donated untold hours to the Blood Mobile Unit.
In June 1943 she was appointed local chair by the U.S.
Navy, to a committee that campaigned to bring 150
women from the area into the Navy Waves and Spars.

After WWII, Gwen remained active in many
organizations. She was a member of the Hudson

Women’s Club, volunteered at Hudson Memorial
Hospital, and traveled extensively.

(Lilley article written by Laura Hilse, based on
articles and research done by Edna Gwin and Willis
Miller).

2025 Spring Donations Thank You

Thank you to our new and renewing members. In addition to current memberships,
we are very fortunate to have received the following donations:

Grants: City of Hudson

Monetary Donations:
Grand Fete, Hudson Women’s Club, John & Kathy Henry, Joseph Henry &
Nicole Wang, The Huntley’s, Daryl & Katie Jones and Steve & Connie Smith

In Memory of Charlotte Hunt Smith ~ by Steve & Connie Smith
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Upcoming Events, Programs & Fundraisers

See more information and registration details on our
website at www.hudsonoctagonhouse.org!

Sun., May 4 « 11am-3:30pm « at Hudson High School
OHM at Hudson Community Expo
Visit Hudson Area History Connection at the Expo

Sat., May 10 « 11am-2pm « at Octagon House Museum
Mother’s Day Tea
Registration required. Call, text or email Katie at
970-616-0707 or director@hudsonoctagonhouse.org

Sat., May 17 » 1-2pm « at Octagon House Museum
Kids Making History: “May Day Craft & Historic
Games” « Registration required.

Fri., May 23 « 5-7pm  at Octagon House Museum
MEMBERS ONLY First Look Reception
RSVP by emailing/messaging Katie Henry at
970-616-0707 or director@hudsonoctagonhouse.org

Sat. & Sun., May 24-25 « 11am-4pm

OPENING WEEKEND
at the Museum 19 40S m
uds®’,
Audse",

Open 11am-4pm each day

for tours, lawn activities
(NEW!) and gift shop sales
Thur., May 29 » 6pm « at Hudson Area Public Library
History Chat with Ben Wopat: “Nazi POWs in
Wisconsin: Saving the Crops.”
Open to the public.

JUNE: Open Friday-Sunday * Mam-4pm
(Tours, activities, gift shop)

Fri. & Sat., June 6 & 7
FUNDRAISER: Brat Stand! (More info to come!)

Sat., June 7« 8am-ipm « at Octagon House Museum
Master Gardener’s Plant Sale
The museum will be open from 11am-4pm

Sat., June 14 « 11am-4pm « at Octagon House Museum
Father’s Day Celebration Fundraiser
(More info to come!)

Sat., June 21 « 1-2pm « at Octagon House Museum
Kids Making History: “Equip Your D-Day
Soldier”

Registration required.
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Fri., June 27+ 6-7pm « at Birkmose Park
“Wisconsin & Indigenous Pre-History”
Archaeology Tour ¢ Registration required.

July: Open Friday-Sunday « Mam-4pm
(Tours, activities, gift shop)

Fri.-Sat., July 4-6 « at Octagon House Museum
OPEN for Booster Days (late start on Sat. at 1pm)
Sat., July 19  1-2pm « at Octagon House Museum

Kids Making History: “Piggly Wiggly Rationing
for a Day” « Registration required.

TBD - at Octagon House Museum
July History Chat

August: Open Friday-Sunday * Mam-4pm
(Tours, activities, gift shop)

Sat., August 9 « 11am-4pm  at Octagon House Museum
Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day at the Museum
(More info to come!)

Tue.-Thur., August 12-14 » gam-noon « at the Museum
Kids Making History SUMMER CAMP!
Explore Hudson history at the O House with games,
activities, lessons, and more! Registration required.

TBD « at Octagon House Museum
August History Chat

Fri.-Sat., August 29-31 « 11am-4pm « at the Museum
Summer Season Closing Celebration
Join us as we go all-out with activities at the Museum
and close out the summer season with a bang!

FALL FEATURES (details in our next Newsletter)
« Vintage & Variety Sale!
 Wisconsin Historical Society traveling exhibit!
» Startling & Strange: Spooky House Tours

« Harvest Holiday: Fall
Family Event at the
Museum

+ Annual Member Dinner

« Decorating for Christmas!

« Holiday Tours!

« Kids Making History!

« Holiday Tea!

« History Chats!
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Mothers Day Tea
May 10 - 1Mam
Treat mom to a light luncheon & tea
at the historic Octagon House
Museum. Tickets includes a special
themed tour of the Museum.
$30/person (ages 8 and up)
$20/person for Members!

St. Croix Va_le"y Master

Gardeners Plant Sale
Saturday, June 7th, from 8am - 1pm

at the Octagon House Museum
1004 3rd Street, Hudson (corner of 3rd & Myrtle)

« Perennials & annuals, vegetable seedlings & more
+ Ask a Master Gardener! Research-based
gardening advice given freely
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Hudson Area History Connection Members

Thank you to our current members. Please use the member form (on the other side) to renew your
membership. New members are invited to join the Hudson Area History Connection and support our mission
to bring history to life. For questions or addition information, please contact Katie Henry at 970-616-0707 or
director@hudsonoctagonhouse.org.

* Indicates also a volunteer

() Memberships are current through dated listed

GRANTS Susan & Kurt Sroka (thru 1/26) INDIVIDUAL
City of Hudson Amy Thurston (thru 2/26) Leila Albert (thru 6/25)
David Trebesch (thru 5/25) Sheri Cox (due)
LIFETIME Joseph Henry* & Nicole Wang* (1/26) Aaron Engebreth (due)
Carolyn Craig Lee Engebreth (due)
Norma Stone Lewis FAMILY Meg Fronczak* (thru 2/26)
Sheryl Lindholm Susan Antes (due) Sam Fudenberg (thru 2/26)
Christine McGinnis* Heidi Bangen (thru 5/25) Diane Handeland* (thru 2/26)
Christopher & Jeffery Meyer-Quarberg  Kim Bennewitz* (thru 2/26) Heidi Leeson (thru 12/25)
Zonzetta Morrisette Elizabeth Bonderson (due) Charlotte Lipa (due)
Andrew Richardson Robert & Jacki Bradham* (thru 4/26) Annette Look* (thru 12/25)
Barbara Richardson Heather Brautlich* (thru 1/26) LaVonne McCombie* (thru 2/26)
John* & Shari Thomas Bill Coolz (thru 6/25) Lorraine McGrew (thru 6/25)
Amy Timberlake James & Stacy DeCaro (thru 7/25) Mary Frances McKay (thru 4/26)
Tami* & Louis Tulibaski Suzanne Demueles (thru 6/25) Brian Philipson (thru 2/26)
Burt & Patricia Witthuhn Nichole Frazer (thru 9/25) Holly Richmond (thru 9/25)
Scott Hendrix (thru 9/25) Colette Roche (thru 2/26)
BUSINESS Laura Hilse* (thru 9/25) Elizabeth Schlomla (thru 2/26)
Grand Fete (thru 2/26) Nancy & Tim Huntley (thru 9/25) Jaimie Schmeling (thru 9/25)
Anne Kaslow (thru 7/25) Renee Snow* (due)
SUPPORTING/BENEFACTOR Gillette Kempf (thru 9/25) Rose Marie Stayberg (thru 2/26)
Jennie Boeder (thru 6/25) Linda* & Jan Peter Larsen (thru 9/25) Douglas Stohlberg (due)
Nancy & John Bonderson (due) Stephanie & Tony Liberko* (thru 9/25) Dorothy Wilson* (thru 2/26)
MaryEllen* & Richard Cox (thru 4/26) Buck & Linda Malick (due) Kelly Wolf* (thru 5/25)
Wayne & Jean Haut* (due) John & Evy Nerbonne (thru 12/25)
Lynn Heiser (thru 5/25) Lauren & Brian Nuth (thru 9/25) VOLUNTEERS
John & Kathy Henry* (thru 1/26) Steve Perry (thru 9/25) Katelyn Asmus
Tom & Jackie Hugdahl (due) Susan & Ford Runge (thru 2/26) Karen Crandall
Charles & Cynthia Huntley (thru 12/25) Helen Schneider & Jilly Mahoffey Liberko family
Richelle Jader (thru 6/25) (thru 9/25) Cathy Marsh
Daryl & Katie Jones (thru 3/26) John Schultz (thru 11/25) Naomi Quimby
Tom & Eldora Larson (thru 6/25) Maya Shelton (thru 2/26) Gary Soderberg
Julie Lesher* (thru 2/26) Steve & Connie* Smith (thru 3/26) Kris Stadler
Richard & Sandra Nelson (thru 5/25) Linnea Street (thru 6/25) Leo Stadler
Matt* & Robyn Romberg (thru 12/25) Anna Tarantino (thru 8/25)
Peggy Stern* (due) Michelle & Jon Walseth (thru 9/25)

Connie* & Robert Stoy (due) Marg & Ben Wopat* (thru 1/26)
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Thank you for your interest in contributing to our organization as a Member! Your support is critical to our mission to
Bring History to Life in our community. We preserve, interpret, and share local Hudson history through both on- and off-
site programs for all ages. Our organization is led by a Board of Directors and employed Executive Director and staff, and
is supported and maintained through the generous donation of time and resources from our dedicated volunteer corps.

MEMBER BENEFITS:
+ Free admission (per membership level) for at least one tour.
+ Discounted tours, event and program tickets, and museum store sales.
» Discounted rental rates for your own gatherings or events.
» Twice-annual Newsletter with first-come opportunities to register for events and special programs.

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS (Please choose one):

__Student: $10 Includes 1 admission to tour the Octagon House Museum Complex
__ Individual: $25 Includes 1 admission to tour the Octagon House Museum Complex
__ Family: $40 Includes free admission on Fridays, May through October

__ Supporting: $100 Includes admission for 2 to tour the Octagon House Museum Complex
__ Business: $150  Includes ad space on our website and admission for 2 to tour the Octagon House Museum Complex

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Date: Level selected/payment amount enclosed: $
Name: Phone Number:
Address:
Street City State Zip Code

E-mail Address:

I would like to receive monthly emails with volunteer opportunities and event information (circle one): YES or NO

__Please keep my membership / donation anonymous

ADDITIONAL DONATION OPTIONS:
The Hudson Area History Connection is a (501(c)(3) charitable organization. Tax ID #39-1053844

__I'would like to make an additional tax-deductible gift of: $

__T'would like to make Memorial Donation: in MEMORY or HONOR of:
STAFF USE ONLY:

Date received & recorded:

__ TI'would like to make a Legacy or endowment donation.

Please have a representative contact me. Received by:
RETURN COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT TO: Notes:
Hudson Area History Connection, 1004 3rd Street, Hudson WI 54016

OR
Submit form and payment online at: www.hudsonoctagonhouse.org

Payment must be received at the same time as this form for membership to
activate, either digitally (via online form and payment) or in-person (mailed
with payment or payment received in-person at time of form completion).




